» Tea shops, which you may come across
in smaller towns or villages, are also very
good. This will be a cheaper option than
the Ritz and you will be able to choose just
how much or how little you want fo spend.
It is quite acceptable to have just a cup of
tea, if you wish, but you probably won’t be
able to resist buying a cake or two! Cakes
are very often home-baked in these kinds
of shops and they always look and smell
wonderful.

Another kind of afternoon tea you
shouldn’t miss, if you have the chance, is
the traditional “Cream Tea”. This is often
served in tea rooms in holiday areas of
Britain, particularly in Devon and Cornwall
in the south-west of England. It generally
consists ofapot ofteaand a couple of scones

Vlake some scones!

225¢ flour

2 teaspoons baking powder
40g butter

150 ml milk

1? tablespoons of caster sugar
Pinch of salt

Pre-heat your oven to gas mark 7, 425°F
or 220°C. Sieve the flour into a bowl and
add the baking powder. Rub the butter
into it rapidly with your fingertips. Stir in
the sugar and salt, then use a knife to
mix in the milk gradually. Flour your
hands and knead the mixture into a soft
dough, adding a drop more milk if it feels
at all dry. Put the dough on to a floured
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surface and roll with a lightly floured
rolling pin until it is not less than 2 cm
thick. Take a round 4 or 5 cm pastry
cutter and place on the dough. Tap it
sharply, so that it goes straight through
the dough. Don’t twist it. Put the scones
on a greased baking tray, dust their tops
with a little extra flour and cook for 12 —
15 minutes near the top of the oven. They
should turn a crisp, golden brown colour.
Cool and eat slightly warm with strawber-
ry jam and thick cream. Scones do not
keep well, so eat as fresh as possible.

(Recipe adapted from Delia Smith’s Complete
Cookery Course published by the BBC)
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served with strawberry jam and thick, local
cream. The counties of Devon and Cornwall
always dispute which of them invented the
cream tea first and also argue about how
the scones should be served. Devon claims
that you should cut the scones in half and
spread them with cream, then jam.
However, Cornwall says that you should put
butter and jam on each half, then zop them
with cream. Whichever way you do it, they
still taste absolutely delicious! H

moins cher
dépenser
fait maison
sentir
manguer
strawberry | ala fraise

to top | garnir

to taste | étre

cheaper

to spend
home-baked
to smell

to miss



TIPS AND TECHNIQUES

rentlng a

Be warned!

Finding a place to live can be difficult in
Great Britain. This is especially true in big
cities like London where housing is exces-
sively expensive. So what can you do?

Be resourceful
You are going to need to try different state-
gies — unless you are very rich, of course.
If you are on a study trip to a college or
university they may be able to help you.
Universities usually have a ‘lodgings officer’
whose job is to help students find rooms in
the university residences or with families.
Don’t forget that some universities also
rent rooms to non-students in the summer
— during the holidays.

Be persistent

Even if you are not a student it can be
a good idea to check the appropriate
noticeboards in universities and colleges.
Often students sub-let rooms and share flats
and you may find something interesting.
Don’t hesitate to put up your own note
explaining your requirements. Why not try
the languages department? There may be
some Francophiles in the French department
who would like to share with an authentic
French-speaker. Try and chat to any secre-
taries, teachers or students that you meet
and don’t forget the Gallic charm.

expensive | cher
study trip | un voyage d’étude
lodging officer
to rent | louer
notice board | un panneau d'affichage
to sub-let | sous-louer
flat | un appartement
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un responsable du logement

flat

Be thorough

Of course you must not neglect more classic
approaches too. You can try estate agents —
although they fend to be expensive. And you
will need to search all the free newspapers
and the local press. Don’t forget to check
post offices and newsagents. They have
notice-boards with small ads. Talk to every-
one you meet about your search, in the pub,
in shops, or even on the bus. Word of mouth
is an excellent way of finding places to stay.
You could try contacting any cultural groups
or charities promoting French culture or
Franco-British co-operation too.

Pascale is over in the UK for six months
to improve her English. She hasn’t yet found
a job or a place to live, and her budget is
limited. She is following up some adverts
she found in the local post office.

Conversation 1
On the phone

Pascale: Good morning.

Householder: Hello.

Pascale: I’'m phoning about the room to let.
Householder: What? Sorry?

Pascale: The- er — the room to let...I saw
your advert in the newsagent’s in the High
Street. It says you have a room to rent.
Householder: Oh yes that! My goodness,
we rented that out ages ago.

Pascale: Whatapity! It’s very difficult find-
ing something nice around here. You don’t
happen to know of any other people who
rent rooms in this area, do you?
Householder: Well now, let me think...I do
believe that Mrs Mckenzie said her Polish
girl was leaving. You could always try her.
She might be looking for a new lodger for
her little bedsit.

une demande
partager
une approche
un agent immobilier
to tend to be | avoir tendance a étre
newspaper | un journal
ad | une annonce

requirement
to share
approach
estate agent
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Pascale: That sounds interesting. Could
I give her a call, do you think? Do you have
her number?

Householder: I don’t see why not. You can

word to mouth | le bouche a oreille
to follow up | suivre
advert | une annonce
to let | louer
ages ago | il 'y a une éternité
lodger | un locataire
bedsit | un studio
call | un appel téléphonique
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say I sent you. My name is Bates, by the
way, Jackie Bates. Now here we are. Have
you got a pen and paper?

Pascale: Yes.

Householder: So that’s 0137 223691. Have
you got that?

Pascale: Just let me check. You said 0137
2236917

Householder: That’s right.

Pascale: Thank you very much for your help.
Householder: You're quite welcome —happy
flat-hunting!

Conversation 2
On the phone again

Pascale: Good morning. Could I speak to
Mrs McKenzie please?

Mrs McKenzie: Speaking.

Pascale: Oh good. Jackie Bates recom-
mended me to contact you. She said you
might have a room to rent.

Mrs McKenzie: Well, you’re quick off the
mark. My tenant only moved out on Saturday!
Pascale: So it’s free right away?

Mrs McKenzie: That’s right.

Pascale: Could you give me some further
details?

Mrs McKenzie: Well, it’s a very nice room
— furnished of course — and there is a little
kitchenette in the corner and a small en suite
bathroom. So you can be independent and
do for yourself.

Pascale: How much is it?

Mrs McKenzie: It’s £600 per month includ-
ing gas and electricity, but I would need a
two-month deposit. And, of course, the rent
is payable in advance.

Pascale: So that’s £1,800 pounds to be paid
up front. That’s really such a lot of money...
Mrs McKenzie: Do youwantto see theroom?
Pascale: Yes. Are you free this morning?
Mrs McKenzie: [ am. The address is 22,
Spring Lane. Do you know Spring Lane?
Pascale: Er...not really.

Mrs McKenzie: You just turn right at the
traffic lights by the Travellers Rest pub. You
can’t miss it.

Pascale: Okay, thank you. I'll see you
shortly. Goodbye.

\/erbs: To let a fiat or to rent
a flat / To share a flat/room

NoOUNS: A flatmate / A bedsit
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Conversation 3
At 22 Spring Lane

Mrs McKenzie: Hello! You must be the
young lady who rang me earlier.

Pascale: That’s right, Pascale Dubois.
Mrs McKenzie: Pleased to meet you. Come
on in and let me show you the room.

Mrs McKenzie: So, what do you think of
the room?

Pascale: Ireally like it! It’s bright and clean
and seems practical although it’s quite
small. But I’'m on a very zight budget...
Mrs McKenzie: [ daresay we could come to
an agreement. How about...I could cash the
cheque for the deposit next month or you could
pay in two instalments? I do insist, however,
that you pay the rent on the first of the month.
Pascale: I think we will be able to find an
agreement.

Mrs McKenzie: Let’s have a cup of tea
downstairs while we talk it over.

Pascale: That sounds lovely. Thank you.

Key questions
for the tenant

—Is it free immediately?

— When will it become free?

— Does it have kitchen facilities?
— Is there a shared bathroom?

— How much is the room?

— Do | have to pay a deposit?

— When will you cash the cheque?

Key phrases for
the housenolder

— Let me show you the room.

—I'll need a cheque for the deposit.

—The rent is payable in advance on
the first of the month.

— | can accept cash or a cheque.

flat-hunting
to be quick off the mark | tre rapide
tenant | un locataire
free | libre
Sfurther | d’autres
deposit | une caution
up front | en avance
traffic light | un feu de circulation
to miss | manquer
shortly | bientdt
to ring | appeler au téléphone
bright | clair
tight | serré
to dare say | sans doute, c'est bien possible
to cash | encaisser
downstairs | en bas

la chasse aux appartements
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